CHAPTER Yin.

BAPTISM.

WE have before us the new Moses surrounded by those
who are waiting to receive from his lips the institutions
of a new Theocracy. They have been gathered out of
the nation; they form the elect part of it. But no con-
straint has been used in enlisting some and rejecting
others. Those are here in whose hearts there is some-
thing which answers to such a trumpet-call as that which
John and Christ had caused to resound through the land.
Those whose lives are sunk in routine, and no longer
capable of aspiring or willing or believing, are not here.
But among the followers of the Legislator there is 'but
one common quality. All, except a very few adven-
turers who have joined him under a mistake and will
soon withdraw, have some degree of what he colls faith.
All look up to him, trust in him, arc prepared to obey
him and to sacrifice something for him. He requires no
more. This is a valid title to citizenship in the Theo-
cracy. But in habits and character they diller as much
as the individuals in any other crowd. Some are sunk
in vice, others lead blameless lives; some have cultivated
minds, others are rude peasants; some offer to Jehovah
prayers conceived in the style of Hebrew psalmists and
prophets, others worship some monstrous idol of the
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